
 

 

 
  
 
 
Title: PM plants "Kadamb" sapling on World Environment Day 
Date: 5th June, 2015 
 
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, today planted a Kadamb sapling (Neolamarckia Cadamba), at 
the Race Course Road lawns, to mark the occasion of World Environment Day. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister exhorted each family to plant trees in the coming monsoon 
season, and to take pride in the number of trees 
planted by the family, just the same way as they 
take pride in worldly possessions. The Prime 
Minister said that living in harmony with nature is 
the only way to avoid a catastrophic situation on 
Mother Earth. 
 
The Prime Minister also placed a traditional  
earthen-pot (matka) along with the sapling, which 
is a traditional way of conserving water,  
and ensuring that the sapling has regular  
water supply. 
 
Planting the Kadamb sapling, the Prime Minister recalled the poem of Subhadra Kumari Chauhan, on the 
subject: 
 
यह कदंब का पेड़ अगर मा ँहोता यमुना तीरे। 
म भी उस पर बैठ क हैया बनता धीरे-धीरे।। 
 
The Union Minister for Environment and Forests, Shri Prakash Javadekar, was present on the occasion. 
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Title: Prime Minister Plants ‘Kadamb’ Sapling on World Environment Day; Javadekar,  
          Virat Kohli Plant Saplings to Mark the Occasion 
Date: 05th June, 2015 
 
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, today planted a ‘Kadamb’ sapling (Neolamarckia Cadamba), at 
the Race Course Road lawns to mark the occasion of World Environment Day. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister exhorted each family to plant trees in the coming monsoon 
season and to take pride in the number 
of trees planted by the family, just the 
same way as they take pride in worldly 
possessions. The Prime Minister said 
that living in harmony with nature is 
the only way to avoid a catastrophic 
situation on Mother Earth. 
 
The Prime Minister also placed a 
traditional earthen-pot (matka) along 
with the sapling, which is a traditional 
way of conserving water and ensuring 
that the sapling has regular water 
supply. 
 
At a separate function at the office 
premises of the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change here today, Minister of State (Independent Charge), Shri 
Prakash Javadekar planted a ‘Rudraksh’ sapling (Elaecarpus), while Captain of the Indian Test Cricket 
team, Virat Kohli planted a ‘Kachnar’ sapling (Bauhinia Variegata) at the lawns of Paryavaran Bhawan. 
 
Shri Javadekar also presented environment-related awards on the occasion. The Young Environmentalist 
of the Year award was given to Ms. Satabti Debadulari, a student of DAV School, Chander Shekharpur, 
Bhubneshwar in Odisha. The Young Environmentalist Award of the Year is presented by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change to encourage the generation towards working for the nature and 
environment. 
 
The E.K Janaki Ammal National Award in Animal Taxonomy for the year 2015 was given to Dr. 
Waikhom Vishwanath for his contribution in the field of Fish Taxonomy, especially the fish resources of 
the Himalayan region. The Janaki Ammal National Award in Plant Taxonomy for the year 2015 was 
given to Dr. Dalip Kumar Upreti for his work over the last three decades, leading to the establishment of 
more than 100 new species of lichen to the world and more than 200 species as new records to the lichen 
flora of India. The Janaki Ammal National Award in Microbial Taxonomy for the year 2015 was 
conferred on Dr.Subrata K.Das, an acclaimed environmental microbiologist. 
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Two books titled Plant Discoveries brought out by the Botanical Survey of India and Animal Discoveries 
brought out by the Zoological Survey of India were also released on the occasion. 
 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change and NOIDA for the development of Botanic Garden of Indian Republic (BGIR) in 
NOIDA. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Minister of State (Independent Charge) of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Shri Prakash Javadekar reiterated that the mandate of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change is to strike a balance between the five elements of nature. He also said that the Ministry’s 
mission is directed towards Clean Water, Clear Air, Clean Energy, Clean Environment and More Green. 
The Minister emphasized that to achieve this, a people’s movement and the participation of people is 
needed. 
 
Addressing the gathering, Virat Kohli urged the youth of the nation to take the initiative of planting trees 
seriously, as it is the youth who will take the nation forward in every walk of life. Expressing his 
commitment to plant trees, he said that the people must collectively and individually take the initiative to 
plant trees. 
 
Minister of State, Zoological Gardens in Uttar Pradesh, Dr. Shiv Pratap Yadav said that the laying the 
foundation of Botanical Garden in NOIDA on the occasion of World Environment Day will send out a 
message throughout the nation. He said that the Botanical Garden would also act as a centre for botanical 
research scholars to carry out studies on rare species of plants. The Uttar Pradesh Minister also said that 
Jai Udyan be added to the slogan of Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan, Jai Vigyan. 
 
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Ashok Lavasa expressed the hope 
that just like the large gathering that has assembled on the occasion of World Environment Day, a large 
number of trees would be planted throughout the country. 
 
Earlier, artists from All India Radio presented a “Prakriti Vandana’ as a tribute to the nature, penned by 
Smt. Madhu Pant, former director of Bal Bhawan. 
 
Additional Secretary in Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Hem Pande gave the 
welcome address. Special Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Shashi 
Shekhar and DG, Forest, Shri S.S Garbyal were also present on the occasion. Dr. M.M Kutty, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change delivered the Vote of Thanks.  
 
Title: Seven Billion Dreams. One Planet. Consume with care.’ 
Date: 05th June, 2015 

 
Environment Minister’s Message on the Occasion of World 

Environment Day 
Emphasising the need to alter consumption patterns in a manner 
that more and better can be done with less resources, Minister of 
State of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (Independent 
Charge), Shri Prakash Javadekar has exhorted people to make at 
least one change in their lives towards a more responsible 
resource consumption behaviour, or practice.  In a message on the 
occasion of World Environment Day here today, Shri Javadekar 
said that business, as usual, was no longer an option.  The 
Minister emphasised that every individual has a responsibility in 



 

 

contributing to protect the environment and reduce the rate of depletion of natural resources.  He added 
that people could become agents of change, by being more conscious of the environmental consequences 
of their personal choices.   He pointed out that by the year 2050, with an expected population of 9.6 
billion, it is estimated that three planets would be needed to sustain the ways of living and consumption. 
The theme of this year’s World Environment Day is “Seven Billion Dreams. One Planet.  Consume with 
care.” 
 
Shri Javadekar also urged the industries and the society to adopt environmentally responsible practices 
such as the approach of three Rs – Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.   He said that while less than 3% of the 
water in the world is drinkable, one out of seven persons in the world do not have access to drinkable 
water.   Pointing out that dietary choices and habits affect environment, he said that 1.3 billion tonnes of 
food is wasted every year, while almost 1 billion people go undernourished and another 1 billion go 
hungry.  Food sector accounts for around 30% of the world’s total energy consumption and around 22% 
of total greenhouse gas emissions, the Minister added.  
 

Following is the text of the message on the occasion of World Environment Day: 
 
“Today we celebrate the World Environment Day, to raise awareness about the importance of a clean, 
green and healthy environment for human well-being and to encourage everyone for taking positive 
action in addressing challenging environmental issues. Celebrated each year on 5th June, the Day marks 
the opening of the United Nations Conference on Human Environment in Stockholm in 1972. 
 
The theme this year, ‘Seven Billion Dreams. One Planet. Consume with Care’ is very topical and 
relevant, as it reminds us of the enormous impact that our personal choices and decisions in day-to-day 
lives as consumers, have on environment. It also emphasises the responsibility each one of us has, in 
contributing to protecting the environment and reducing the rate of depletion of natural resources. 
 
Changes in natural resource base due to human activities have taken place more rapidly in the past 50 
years than at any time in human history, causing continued deterioration of environment. As a result, 
many of the Earth’s ecosystems are nearing critical tipping points of depletion, or irreversible change. By 
2050, with the current consumption and production patterns and with a rising population expected to 
reach 9.6 billion, it is estimated that we would need three planets to sustain our ways of living and 
consumption. 
 
We simply cannot afford this, as we have but ‘Only one Earth.’ Ironically, this was the theme for the first 
World Environment Day 42 years ago in 1973. We still have some time to transform the challenges of 
limited and fast depleting resources into opportunities that will enhance the quality of life for all, without 
increasing environmental degradation and without compromising the resource needs of future 
generations. 
 
This, however, calls for altering our consumption patterns in a manner that we do more and better with 
less; less of water, less of energy, and less of all other resources. ‘Business as usual’ is no longer an 
option for us. By becoming more conscious of the ecological impact of our actions and environmental 
consequences of the personal choices we make, we can become agents of change. 
 
Unsustainable patterns of consumption are one of the major causes of increasing environmental 
deterioration. That we can make a difference through our choices and decisions can be gauged from these 
facts relating to water, energy and food: 
 



 

 

 Less than 3% of the world’s water is drinkable, of which 2.5% is frozen. Water is being polluted 
faster than nature can recycle and purify. More than 1 billion people do not have access to fresh 
water. Excessive use/wastage of water is leading to global water stress. 

 
 Energy consumption has grown most rapidly in transport sector, followed by commercial and 

residential use. The cost of renewable energy is becoming increasingly competitive, with that 
being derived from fossil fuels. We can therefore, shift our consumption patterns with lower 
energy and material intensity, without compromising on the quality of life. 

 
 Food sector, due to environmental impact in its production phase, accounts for around 30% of the 

world’s total energy consumption and around 22% of total greenhouse gas emissions. 1.3 billion 
tonnes of food is wasted every year, while almost 1 billion people go undernourished and another 
1 billion, hungry.      Over-consumption of food is detrimental to our health, as well as to the 
environment. Dietary choices and habits, therefore, affect environment. 

 
India has had a long cultural tradition of frugality and simple living in harmony with nature. As a result, 
conservation ethos is deeply ingrained in our people. However, unfortunately, the symbiotic relationship 
of man with nature gets debilitated as societies develop, risking the well-being of future generations. 
 
In today’s times, when we look closely at the relationship between people and environment, though hard 
to see at first, we would be able to recognise unsustainable behaviours amongst most of us. Let us try 
asking ourselves some difficult questions. 
 

 Do I need everything I own? 
 

 What if I did not own this? 
 

 What are my real needs? 
 

 Am I aware of what I eat, how it is produced and how far it has travelled? 
 

 Is my house energy efficient? 
 

 How do I commute daily? 
 

 Do I know how to save on water, electricity, fuel etc.? 
 

 What are the social and environmental impacts of my lifestyle? 
 

 What can I do to be more sustainable? 
 
Going by the likely answers that we may get to these questions, we would realise that we need to be much 
more frugal in the way we use natural resources, while also recognising that for us, inclusive growth and a 
rapid increase in per capita income levels are development imperatives. In this context, the Government’s 
policy on ‘Zero defect, Zero Effect’; the programme on ‘100 Smart cities’; the campaign on ‘Swachh 
Bharat’; and the mission on ‘Namami Gange’ are very apt and relevant. 
 
            The challenge of production and consumption of environment friendly goods in India is huge. 
This would entail use of raw materials which are organic, locally produced or environment-friendly; and 
green-energy based technology. Though there are indications that impressive changes are taking place, 



 

 

the outlined factors are yet to be embedded fully with the production processes in India. These create two 
main challenges: firstly, the problem of availability and acquisition of green raw material and technology, 
which is a critical challenge for the producers in developing countries such as India, given the lower level 
of research and development (R&D) and issues arising from transfer of technology from other nations. 
Second, and a more important challenge is the high cost of production of green goods, since the inputs 
(raw material and technology) invariably cost higher than the ones used for non-green variants. 
 
India, like other developing and emerging economies, has a tremendous advantage of knowledge about 
the adverse impact of earlier development paradigms and a vast array of new technologies. Significant 
reductions in environmental pressures can be achieved by appropriate private and public consumption 
patterns, to supplement gains achieved through better technology and improved production processes. 
 
The 3Rs approach of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle should be the core of environmentally responsible 
practices that the industries and society at large should imbibe. 
 
As we celebrate the 2015 World Environment Day, let us pledge to make at least one change in our lives 
towards a more responsible resource consumption behaviour or practice. 
 
How apt was Mahatma Gandhi, when he said, ‘Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s needs, but 
not for every man’s greed.’ 
 
Let us re-establish the link with nature, as did the ancients in India centuries ago, and take from Earth and 
the environment only so much, as one puts back into them.  The sages of Atharva Veda chanted in their 
hymn to Earth, I quote: 
 
“What of thee I dig out, let that quickly grow over; 
 
Let me not hit thy vitals, or thy heart”.”  
 
Title: Prime Minister to start Tree Plantation Drive on World Environment Day:  
          Javadekar 
Date: 03rd June, 2015 
 
Sportspersons to Join Environment Ministry’s Efforts to Plant Trees Across the Country 
 
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi will start a tree plantation campaign by planting a sapling at his 
official residence, 7 RCR on June 5, to mark the World Environment Day. Addressing the media here 
today ahead of the World Environment Day, Minister of State of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (Independent Charge), Shri Prakash Javadekar said that the captain of the Indian Cricket team, 
Virat Kohli and international wrestler, Sushil Kumar will participate in a function to plant saplings at 
Paryavaran Bhawan. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is celebrating the World 
Environment Day on June 5, 2015 by planting saplings across the country. 
 
On the evening of June 5, cricketers Sachin Tendulkar, Ajinkya Rane and Rohit Sharma, along with Shri 
Prakash Javadekar and Maharashtra Minister for primary, higher and technical & Medical education and 
Culture Shri Vinod Tawde and others will plant saplings in Mumbai at Joggers Park on Carter Road. 
 
Cricketers Yusuf Pathan and Irfan Pathan will join Ministers and other local leaders in planting saplings 
in Vadodara. In Indore, Narendra Hirwani, Sanjay Jagdale and Gopal Sharma will join Madhya Pradesh’s 



 

 

Urban Administration, Housing and Environment Minister Shri Kailash Vijayvargiya and other local 
leaders in the plantation campaign. 
 
The Indian Cricket team, along with BCCI Secretary Anurag Thakur, will participate in a plantation drive 
in Kolkata on June 6. The Indian Cricket team will later leave for Bangladesh to play a Test match and 
One Day Internationals. Renowned boxers Mary Kom and Sarita Devi, billiards player Geet Sethi and 
hockey player Viren Rasquinha have also pledged their support to the campaign and will also plant 
saplings wherever they are on June 5. 
 
Shri Javadekar also said that to achieve the goal of more green, a new pilot project on Urban Forestry will 
be launched in Pune on June 6. Seventy acres of forest land in Pune is being compounded and about 4, 
000 trees will be planted on it. This project will be run through public participation in the form of a 
Memorial Garden. People will pay Rs 2, 000 per tree and that tree will be named after their beloved ones. 
The Minister emphasised that extensive public participation is a must for the success of such initiatives. 
He added that on World Environment Day, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
reiterates its pledge to work for Clean Air, Clean Water, Clean Energy, Clean Environment and more 
Green. 
 
The Ministry has written to all Chief Ministers and Corporations to identify forest lands in urban areas, 
particularly in cities to develop forest. Most of the cities do have some gardens, but do not have forests. 
Shri Javadekar underlined the fact that if forests can be developed, particularly with native fruit bearing 
and other trees in urban areas, they will work as a carbon sink. This project has been named Nagar Van-
udyan Yojana”” (Urban Forest Plan) and will be financed partly from Compensatory Afforestation Fund 
Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) CAMPA funds. It will develop forests within urban areas 
in the years to come. 
 
The Minister also highlighted that the Ministry has already piloted a bill in Parliament to release nearly 
Rs 35, 000 crore under CAMPA to all the states, so that they can make more efforts for greening 
degraded forest areas, adopt best wildlife management practices, change the quality of the existing 
forests, to convert moderate forest to dense forest and many such forest activities. This will help in 
achieving the Green India Mission in a record time and it will also boost employment, particularly in the 
rural and tribal areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title: World Environment Day – 2015 
Date: 5th June, 2015 
 
‘Navy Synergizing Efforts Towards Achieving a Green Footprint Along with Its Blue Water Capability’: 
Admiral RK Dhowan 
 
The Indian Navy adopted several Green Initiatives on 05 Jun 14 i.e. the World Environment Day, under 
the guidance of Admiral RK Dhowan, Chief of the Naval Staff. While the existing military, diplomatic, 
constabulary and benign roles envisioned in the Indian Navy’s Maritime Doctrine define the objectives of 
its operations, the Green Initiatives Programme of the Indian Navy has added a new dimension i.e. social 
responsibility to it. 
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Embracing energy efficiency and environment consciousness assumes greater significance in today’s era 
when the country is undergoing transformation on economic, cultural and social fronts. While 
transformation is a sign of progress and desirable, it may have detrimental impact on the environment, 
which is undesirable. The Indian Navy is an energy intensive force with considerable energy and 
environment footprint and is alive to this aspect, as it grows. Accordingly, it has synergised its efforts 
towards achieving a green footprint along with its blue water capability, through a comprehensive “Indian 
Navy Environment Conservation Roadmap” promulgated earlier. 
 
Over the course of the last year, numerous policies aimed at reduction of energy consumption and 
environment sustenance have been formulated and disseminated to all ships, as well as shore 
establishments. With the Energy and Environment policy firmly in place, the Navy has now set itself 
targets to minimise consumption of various commodities it utilises. These targets are planned to be 
achieved without any compromise to the primary operational role of defending our sea-board frontiers. 
The philosophy of energy and environment sustainability is becoming a way of life in Naval Operations, 
Maintenance and Community Living. A Green Energy Cell has been constituted at NHQ to oversee and 
co-ordinate pan Navy implementation of these initiatives. 
 
Guidelines for energy efficient operations at sea, compliance to MARPOL guidelines for emission 
control, waste disposal, discharge of onboard fluids ,use of environment friendly Sewage Treatment 
Plants, toilets etc have been adopted to reduce the environment footprint of naval platforms. Wide spread 
afforestation drives, increasing use of renewable energy, adoption of the 4R(Reduce, Replace, Reuse and 
Recycle) concept, commissioning of Effluent Treatment Plants and biogas plants in shore establishments 
have also been initiated. Regular cleanship drives are also undertaken as part of the “Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyaan” and all Naval personnel, including the civilian work force have administered the “Swachhta 
Shapath”. 
 
Leveraging technology for automation in office work, one naval establishment has achieved a 30 per cent 
reduction in the use of paper. The Navy has now set upon itself a goal of 10 per cent reduction of paper 
consumption in all its establishments this year. Similarly, with the use of energy efficient electrical 
appliances, increased usage of renewable energy sources such as wind and solar and sensitisation of its 
large workforce, 10 per cent reduction in daily power consumption was achieved, which is now planned 
to be translated to a 3-5 per cent reduction in overall annual power consumption. Afforestation is also 
actively being pursued at various places. The effort at Vishakhapatnam at the Eastern Naval Command, 
which endured the cyclone Hudhud is particularly laudable, with over 40000 saplings having been 
planted. Resurrection of close to150 full grown trees which had fallen, including six Banyan trees with 
trunk diameters of over one metre each, has also been successfully executed. Being a maritime force, the 
Navy is at home in water. It is thus not surprising that Marine Renewable Energy sources like Ocean 
Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) and Tidal energy are being examined for electric power generation. 
Their application is expected to augment, or even replace the present energy sources in certain coastal 
areas. Trials of fuels based on bio-extracts are also underway. 
 
Although a lot has been achieved in the past one year, the Navy is relentlessly pursuing the energy and 
environment goals planned by the Government to ensure a greener and cleaner tomorrow. The Green 
Initiatives Programme would aid in boosting the national interests of environment sustainability and self 
reliance in energy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Title: World Environment Day 
Date: 02nd June, 2015 
 
National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), constituted under the Disaster Management Act 2005 
has been entrusted with the nodal national responsibility for human resource development, capacity 
building, training, research, documentation, awareness and policy advocacy in the field of disaster 
management. 
 
India is prone to various natural disasters like flood, drought, desertification, cyclone, earthquake, 
landslide, forest-fire, pest-attack, epidemic, etc. Environmental degradation, including climate-change, 
land-use changes and natural resource degradation are aggravating disaster occurrences and impacts.   To 
prevent environmental degradation and its adverse impact on human beings, it is necessary that society is 
made aware. 
 
To create this awareness, NIDM organized an essay competition for school students under different 
categories on the theme “Safeguarding Environment for Disaster Risk Reduction”. NIDM will organize 
an Awareness Programme on the eve of “World Environment Day” (4th June 2014 at New Delhi) with an 
objective to create awareness among students and other sections of the society. Winners of the essay 
competition will be felicitated by the Chief Guest on the eve of 4th June. Dr. C.K.Varshney, an eminent 
Environmentalist, will deliver a special talk on “Small Islands and Climate Change - Implications for 
Disaster Risk Reduction” (which is also the theme of the United Nations Environment Program for the 
year 2014). NIDM publications titled “Bundelkhand Drought” will be released on the occasion along with 
“Do’s and Don’ts for Common Disasters” and two “CDs” of NIDM titled “NIDM at a Glance” and 
“Home Owners Recipe on Earthquake Preparedness”. An exhibition on this important issue will also be 
held during the programme. 
 
The programme will be celebrated on 4th June (Wednesday), at 2.00 - 5.00 pm at Scope Complex 
Auditorium, Lodi Road, New Delhi-110 003. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title: KVIC Launches Green Stationery Exhibition on World Environment Day 
Date: 05th June, 2015 
 
The Khadi Gramodyog Bhavan, KVIC under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
launched an Exhibition showcasing Green stationery items of handmade paper here today. 
 
Speaking on the occasion Shri K.S. Rao, Dy. C.E.O, KVIC informed the media that Handmade Paper is 
the traditional way of producing paper by using cotton rags and Agro and is totally wood free and eco-
friendly. Uses of handmade paper save trees and forests and thus conserves the eco wealth. 
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The exhibits at the Green Stationery exhibition includes carry bags, writing pad, Note book, Gift Envelop, 
Photo frame, Gift packs, etc. The exhibition will also give an opportunity to the manufacturers to get vast 
exposure of market specially marketing of green stationary and will acquaint the people about the use of 
handmade paper which has very positive impact on environment. 
 
The Exhibition will remain open from 5th June 2015 to 10th June 2015 and timing are from 10.00 AM to 
8.30 PM. 


